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Birth certificate : The document that changes the future

Having a birth certificate is a fundamental right for every human being. In Cameroon, an
estimated 76,000 children in final year of primary school lack this important document,
while more than 3 million children in the country are still in need. And the situation is
worse in crisis-affected regions, where the birth certificates of most internally displaced
persons got missing during displacement of destroyed because of violence. In 2021%,
30% of under five children in Cameroon did not have birth certificates, and the National
Civil Status Office (BUNEC) counted 1,600,000 school children without birth certificates,
with the Far North region being the most affected with about 400,000 children. Moreover,
according to BUNEC, the East region alone recorded around 190,000 children enrolled in
primary school without birth certificates in 2023*.

Yet, every child born in Cameroon has the right to a free birth certificate within 90 days
of birth. This is often not the case. In most cases parents for whatever reason miss this
deadline and often have to resort to a costly process where they have to obtain a
declaratory judgment before the birth certificate is established. This is costly for
displacement-effectuated people whose livelihood has also been affected by the crisis.

People keep facing enormous challenges trying to access civil documentation due to the
gaps in the civil status system. The situation is aggravated in the crisis-affected regions,
especially in the Far North, Northwest and Southwest where some civil status centers are
non-functional owing to destruction by armed groups, while some are closed as civil
status registrars and other personnel fled the area. Nevertheless, the demand for civil
documentation remains high, especially among refugees and IDPs. Displacement-
affected populations also have reduced income, lack information on the procedures for
accessing civil documentation and worried about traveling over long distances to obtain
documentation. Furthermore, gender disparities persist, with girls being less often
registered than boys, and unmarried mothers facing stigma at the agencies.

The lack of civil documentation also affect displaced people's access to essential
services and enjoyment of other social, economic and political rights including rights to
education, healthcare, freedom of movement, access to financial services as well as the
right to vote.
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https://theguardianpostcameroon.com/post/1552/en/190-000-school-children-without-birth-certificates-in-east#:~:text=The%20disturbing%20number%20of%20children,by%20its%20French%20acronym%2C%20BUNEC.

RECOMMANDATIONS

Government to strengthen the civil registration system to
improve access to civil documentation for everybody;

Government should strengthen collaboration between health
centers and civil registration centers in terms of support for
birth declarations, including adoption of measures to reinforce
compliance with the obligation to declare births by public and
private health centers

Government should ensure that all civil status centers are well
equipped to provide timely and quality services especially in
crisis situations, in line with the African Charter on Statistics
and the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa
(SHaSA)

Municipal councilors should play and active role in promoting
timely birth registration within their respective municipalities,
by raising awareness and supporting the public in declaring
births and monitoring birth registration operations in secondary
civil status centers
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