The Humanitarian Community in Sri Lanka Express Grave Concern
And Seeks A Safe Corridor For Civilians Trapped In Mullaitivu

Heavy fighting between Government forces and the LTTE in the Northern Sri Lankan
region of the Wanni has resulted in death and injury to civilians trapped in the area.
The escalation of hostilities between the government and the LTTE in recent days has
significantly increased the number of civilian injuries and deaths due to the fighting.

The humanitarian community is deeply concerned over the plight of an estimated
250,000 displaced in the Wanni. In addition to concerns over their physical safety,
access to healthcare and other services has become limited as fighting has seriously
affected the supply of critical food aid and medical supplies, and has exacerbated the
already dire shelter, water and sanitation situation. The LTTE continues to prevent
civilians from leaving areas under its control, denying the right to seek safety in other
parts of the country.

The Humanitarian Community calls on the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE to
accord priority to ensuring the safety and security of all civilians. The humanitarian
community calls on the government and the LTTE to respect the 32 square km “safe
zone”, within the Wanni, announced by the government on Thursday the 22" of
January. Over the last week civilians have been moving into this area, but reports of
shelling and fighting in the safe zone continue.

We call upon the LTTE to allow full freedom of movement to all civilians, and to allow
safe passage for those wishing to leave the conflict area. We ask the government to
provide civilians with information on safe routes out of the conflict zone, with
internationally assisted humanitarian corridors that would provide safety measures for
civilians coming out of the conflict zone seeking protection.

We also request the Government of Sri Lanka to ensure reception of civilians in
accordance with international standards.
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